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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicant's response filed on June 15, 2007 has been carefully 
considered. Examiner thanks the applicant's representative for clarifying that claims 1- 
50 have been canceled, and that new claims 51-67 have been added in the preliminary 
amendment. Therefore, the claims 1-50 rejection, dated June 15, 2007, has been 
withdrawn. Claims 51-67 are pending. 

ABSTRACT 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because there are extraneous 
characters "181925.B11 ". Correction is required. See MPEP 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 (e) 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 
102 (e) that form the basis for the rejections under this section, made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by 
another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title 
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

4. Claims 51-67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Wyman (U.S. Patent No. 5,260,999). 



Referring to claim 51: 
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Wyman teaches: 
A method comprising 

at each repository of a set of repositories at which digital objects are 
stored, exposing an interface that is configured to respond to service requests 
conforming to a repository access protocol, the repository access protocol being used in 
common by the repositories (see figure 1; column 6, lines 43-61 of Wyman), and in 
which 

each of the service requests to which the interface is configured to 
respond includes a globally unique persistent identifier of at least one of the digital 
objects (see figure 2, element 36 of Wyman), 

the service requests include an access request for accessing at least one 
digital object or data related to at least one digital object and a deposit request for 
depositing at least one digital object or data related to at least one digital object (see 
column 46, lines 20-47 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 52: 

Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 1 above). Wyman further discloses the service request 
(see column 7, lines 3-12 of Wyman), and the parameter (see column 26, line 35 of 
Wyman). 

Referring to claim 53: 

Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 1 above). Wyman further discloses the metadata (see 
e.g. figure 2; and column 14, lines 26-34 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 54: 

Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 1 above). Wyman further discloses that the service 
request are dependent on a type of data in the digital object (see column 7, lines 3-12 of 
Wyman). 

Referring to claim 55: 
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Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 1 above). Wyman further discloses the executables 
(see column 2, lines 6-8 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 56: 

Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 1 above). Wyman further discloses the result of a 
request (see column 22, lines 4-10 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 57: 

Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 1 above). Wyman further discloses the transaction (see 
column 15, lines 62-64 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 58: 

Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 1 above). Wyman further discloses the properties 
record associated with the digital object (see e.g. figure 2 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 59: 

Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 1 above). Wyman further discloses the reference 
servicing a reference request at a repository by identifying sources of information about 
at least one digital object that is a subject of the reference request (see column 7, lines 
22-40 of Wyman). 

Referring to claim 60: 
Wyman teaches: 

A method comprising storing, communicating, or receiving a digital object, 
the digital object being typed as one of the following types: bit-sequence, digital-object, 
handle, set-of-bit-sequences, set-of-digital objects and set-of-handles (see figure 3, 
column 15, line 65-column 16, line 4 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 61: 
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Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 60 above). Wyman further discloses the registering 
(see column 28, lines 37-38 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 62: 

Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 60 above). Wyman further discloses the subtype within 
one of the types (see figure 3; and column 15, line 65-column 16, line 4 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 63: 
Wyman teaches: 

A method comprising storing, communicating, or receiving a properties 
record associated with a digital object, the properties record including metadata for the 
digital object (see figure 3; and column 15, line 65-column 16, line 4 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 64: 

Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 63 above). Wyman further discloses the key-metadata 
(see figure 3; and column 14, lines 26-34 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 65: 

Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 63 above). Wyman further discloses the unique 
identifier (see figure 3, element 36 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 66: 
Wyman teaches: 
A method comprising 

storing an immutable digital object in a repository, and serving all access 
requests that are functionally dependent on data of the digital object by identical 
disseminations (see column 6, lines 43-61 of Wyman). 
Referring to claim 67: 

Wyman teaches the claimed subject matter: a method for managing digital 
objects in a network (see claim 66 above). Wyman further discloses the metadata 
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associated with the digital object (see e.g. figure 2; and column 14, lines 26-34 of 
Wyman). 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Joseph Pan whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5987. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached at 571-272-3859. The fax and phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571- 
272-2100. 

Joseph Pan 
August 1 , 2007 




